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1
RENDERING AN IMAGE ON A DISPLAY
SCREEN

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates generally to rendering
images on an electronic display. The present disclosure more
specifically relates to utilizing a shading module on a graph-
ics processing unit (GPU) to composite 2-dimensional (2D)
layers into a single, viewable image on the electronic display.

Many forms of consumer electronic devices may include
an electronic display to convey visual information to a user.
For example, a computer, smartphone, tablet computer, smart
television, set-top box for a television, video game console,
and other types of consumer electronic devices may provide
display data to one or more electronic displays. Generating
display data can be a computationally-intensive process for a
device’s central processing unit (CPU). For example, many
video games utilize rasterized wireframe models to produce
realistic images that appear 3-dimensional (3D) when viewed
on a display.

Modern electronic devices may include a GPU to perform
many of the computationally-intensive operations associated
with generating display data. For example, a desktop com-
puter may include a GPU on a peripheral video card. In
another example, a smartphone may have a GPU integrated
onto its motherboard. However, even with the ability to utilize
a GPU to perform graphics calculations on certain devices,
which calculations are performed and how the calculations
are performed is often left to the computer programmer writ-
ing the application to decide.

SUMMARY

Implementations of the systems and methods for compos-
iting image layers using a GPU are described herein. One
implementation is a computerized method for rendering an
image on a display screen of an electronic display. The
method includes receiving, at a processing circuit, a plurality
ofimage layers. The method also includes mapping the image
layers to a destination surface corresponding to pixels of the
display screen. The method further includes determining, by
the processing circuit, one or more tiles for the destination
surface, each pixel of a tile being mapped to the same number
and kind of image layers. The method also includes utilizing
a shader module configured to receive data indicative of the
image layers mapped to the tile and configured to merge the
received image layers mapped to the tile into display data.
The method additionally includes providing the display data
to the display screen.

Another implementation is a system for rendering an
image on a display screen of an electronic display. The system
includes a processing circuit that includes a CPU and a GPU.
The processing circuit is configured to receive a plurality of
image layers at the CPU and to map the image layers to a
destination surface corresponding to pixels of the display
screen. The processing circuit is also configured to determine
one or more tiles for the destination surface. Each pixel of a
tile is mapped to the same number and kind of image layers.
The processing circuit is also configured to utilize at the GPU
a shader module configured to receive data indicative of the
image layers mapped to the tile and configured to merge the
received image layers mapped to the tile into display data.
The processing circuit is further configured to provide the
display data to the display screen.

A further implementation is a computer-readable medium
having instructions stored therein, the instructions being
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executable by one or more processors to cause the one or more
processors to perform operations. The operations include
receiving a request for a webpage and providing, over a net-
work, the request for the webpage to a content source. The
operations also include receiving webpage data for the
requested webpage, the webpage data including a plurality of
image layers. The operations further include mapping the
image layers to a destination surface corresponding to pixels
of the display screen. The operations also include determin-
ing one or more tiles for the destination surface, each pixel of
a tile being mapped to the same number and kind of image
layers. The operations additionally include utilizing a shader
module configured to receive data indicative of the image
layers mapped to the tile and configured to merge the received
image layers mapped to the tile into display data. The opera-
tions further include providing the display data to the display
screen.

These implementations are mentioned not to limit or define
the scope of this disclosure, but to provide examples of imple-
mentations to aid in understanding thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The details of one or more implementations are set forth in
the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, aspects, and advantages of the disclosure will
become apparent from the description, the drawings, and the
claims, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a computer system in accor-
dance with a described implementation;

FIG. 2 is an illustration of an example display of a web
browser;

FIGS. 3A-D are example image layers of the webpage
shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is an example process for compositing image layers
using a shading module on a GPU; and

FIG. 5 is an illustration of an example tiling of image layers
onto a surface.

Like reference numbers and designations in the various
drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to some aspects of the present disclosure, image
layers may be composited utilizing a GPU shader module. In
general, anumber of different image layers may be combined
to form the finalized image displayed on an electronic display.
For example, a webpage may have any number of images,
text, etc., that are combined to form the final image of the
webpage. In such a case, a picture on the webpage may be on
a higher layer than that of the webpage’s background, result-
ing in the background not being displayed in the area where
the image is positioned. In some systems, the compositing of
image layers may be performed by a software blending mod-
ule running, for example, on a CPU. According to various
implementations, a shader on a GPU may be used instead to
composite the image layers.

Referring to FIG. 1, a block diagram of a computer system
100 in accordance with a described implementation is shown.
System 100 includes a client 102 which communicates with
other computing devices via a network 106. For example,
client 102 may communicate with one or more content
sources ranging from a first content source 108 up to an nth
content source 110. Content sources 108, 110 may provide
webpages and/or other content (e.g., text documents, PDF
files, and other forms of electronic documents) to client 102.
System 100 may also include a search engine 104, which
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provides network address information (e.g., a URL, an IP
address, an FTP address, etc.) of content sources 108, 110 to
client 102 over network 106. For example, client 102 may
provide one or more search terms to search engine 104. In
response, search engine 104 may provide address information
for one or more webpages or other content available from
content sources 108, 110 to client 102.

Network 106 may be any form of computer network that
relays information between client 102, search engine 104,
and content sources 108, 110. For example, network 106 may
include the Internet and/or other types of data networks, such
as a local area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN),
a cellular network, satellite network, or other types of data
networks. Network 106 may also include any number of
computing devices (e.g., computer, servers, routers, network
switches, etc.) that are configured to receive and/or transmit
data within network 106. Network 106 may further include
any number of hardwired and/or wireless connections. For
example, client 102 may communicate wirelessly (e.g., via
WiF1i, cellular, radar, etc.) with a transceiver that is hardwired
(e.g., via a fiber optic cable, a CATS cable, etc.) to other
computing devices in network 106.

Client 102 may be of any number of different types of user
electronic devices configured to communicate via network
106 (e.g., a laptop computer, a desktop computer, a tablet
computer, a smartphone, a digital video recorder, a set-top
box for atelevision, a video game console, etc.). Client 102 is
shown to include a processing circuit, which may comprise a
processor 112 and a memory 114. Memory 114 stores
machine instructions that, when executed by processor 112,
cause processor 112 to perform one or more of the operations
described herein. Processor 112 may include a microproces-
sor, CPU, GPU, ASIC, FPGA, etc., or combinations thereof.
In various implementations, processor 112 may comprise a
GPU in communication with a CPU. Memory 114 may
include, but is not limited to, electronic, optical, magnetic, or
any other storage or transmission device capable of providing
processor 112 with program instructions. Memory 114 may
include a floppy disk, CD-ROM, DVD, magnetic disk,
memory chip, ASIC, FPGA, ROM, RAM, EEPROM,
EPROM, flash memory, optical media, or any other suitable
memory from which processor 112 can read instructions. The
instructions may include code from any suitable computer
programming language such as, but not limited to, C, C++,
CH#, Java, JavaScript, Perl, Python and Visual Basic.

Client 102 may include one or more user interface devices.
A user interface device may be any electronic device that
conveys data to a user by generating sensory information
(e.g., a visualization on a display, one or more sounds, etc.)
and/or converts received sensory information from a user into
electronic signals (e.g., a keyboard, a mouse, a pointing
device, atouch screen display, a microphone, etc.). The one or
more user interface devices may be internal to the housing of
client 102 (e.g., a built-in display, microphone, etc.) or exter-
nal to the housing of client 102 (e.g., a monitor connected to
client 102, a speaker connected to client 102, etc.), according
to various implementations. For example, client 102 may
include an electronic display 116, which visually displays
webpages and other electronic documents using data received
from content sources 108, 110, and/or search engine 104.

Content sources 108, 110 are electronic devices connected
to network 106 that may provide content to client 102. For
example, content sources 108, 110 may be computer servers
(e.g., FTP servers, file sharing servers, web servers, etc.) or
other devices that include processing circuits. Content may
include, but is not limited to, webpage data, a text file, a
spreadsheet, images, and other forms of electronic docu-
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ments. Similarly, search engine 104 may include a processing
circuit including a processor 120 and a memory 122 config-
ured to provide a webpage to client 102. The webpage may
include one or more text fields that allow client 102 to gen-
erate a search request. Search engine 104 may receive the
search request from client 102 via network 106 and provide
data indicative of one more network addresses of content
sources 108, 110 to client 102. For example, client 102 may
request a search webpage from search engine 104 and receive
the search webpage, in response. The search webpage may
then be used at client 102 to create a search query and to send
the search query to search engine 104. In response, search
engine 104 may determine one or more network addresses of
content on content sources 108, 110 and provide webpage
data to client 102 that includes a hyperlink or other address
information for the content.

Referring now to FIG. 2, an example display 200 is shown.
Display 200 is in electronic communication with one or more
processors that cause visual indicia to be displayed by display
200. Display 200 may be located inside or outside of the same
housing as that of the one or more processors. For example,
display 200 may be external to a desktop computer (e.g.,
display 200 is a monitor), may be a television set, or may be
any other stand-alone form of electronic display. In another
example, display 200 may be internal to a laptop computer,
mobile device, or other computing device having an inte-
grated display.

As shown in FIG. 2, the one or more processors in com-
munication with display 200 may execute a software appli-
cation, such as a web browser (e.g., display 200 is part of a
client device). The web browser operates by receiving input
of a resource name or network address into a field 202, such
as a web address, from an input device (e.g., a pointing
device, a keyboard, a touchscreen, etc.). In response, the one
or more processors executing the web browser may request
data over a network (e.g., the Internet, an intranet, etc.) from
a content source corresponding to the resource name or net-
work address. The content source may provide webpage data
and/or other data to the client device which is used to cause
visual indicia to be displayed by display 200.

In general, webpage data may include text, hyperlinks,
layout information, and other data that is used to provide the
framework for the visual layout of displayed webpage 206. In
some implementations, webpage data may be one or more
files in a markup language, such as the hypertext markup
language (HTML), extensible HTML (XHTML), extensible
markup language (XML), or any other markup language. For
example, the webpage data in FIG. 2 may include a file,
“example.html” provided by the website, “www.
example.org”” The webpage data may include data that speci-
fies where indicia appear on webpage 206, such as graphic
208 or other visual objects. In some implementations, the
webpage data may also include additional information used
by the client device to retrieve additional indicia displayed on
webpage 206. For example, the file, “example.html,” may
include network address information for the location of
graphic 208.

The web browser providing display data to display 200
may include a number of navigational controls associated
with webpage 206. For example, the web browser may
include the ability to go back or forward to other webpages
using inputs 204 (e.g., a back button, a forward button, etc.).
In various implementations, inputs 204 may retrieve webpage
data again from a content source over a network or may
retrieve previously displayed webpage data from a local
cache.
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The web browser providing display data to display 200
may interpret the webpage content of webpage 206 as any
number of different image layers. The different image layers
may then be merged by the web browser to form the image of
webpage 206 displayed on display 200. For example,
webpage 206 may include a background graphic 208, an
image 210, text 212, and an image 214. In a simple example,
background graphic 208, image 210, text 212, and image 214
may each be determined by the web browser as being on
separate layers. In more complicated examples, background
graphic 208, image 210, text 212, and image 214 may each
include any number of layers themselves. In a further
example, background graphic 208, image 210, and image 214
may be part of a single image layer. According to various
implementations, a displayed web page may be constructed
using at least three, at least five, at least ten, at least 100, or
other numbers of layers. The layers of background graphic
208, image 210, text 212, and image 214 may be composited
to produce the visual effect of one layer being on top of
another on display 200. Visual elements designated by the
image layers may be combined from separate sources into a
single image to create the illusion that the visual elements are
part of a single scene. For example, image 210 may be visu-
ally represented as being on top of background graphic 208 on
display 200. In various cases, an image layer may be fully
opaque, partially opaque, partially transparent, or fully trans-
parent, as denoted by the opacity of the image layer. In gen-
eral, the opacity of an image layer is a measure of the extent
to which the layer allows colors from lower layers to be
displayed. For example, the portion of background graphic
208 that corresponds to the placement of image 210 may not
be visible at all on display 200 (e.g., image 210 is fully
opaque). In another example, image 210 may allow some or
all of background graphic 208 to be visible on display 200. In
some implementations, portions of an image may also have
an associated transparency value, in addition to a layer opac-
ity value.

Referring to FIGS. 3A-D, example image layers of
webpage 206 of FIG. 2 are shown. FIGS. 3A-D generally
depict the various image layers that are merged or composited
to produce the image of webpage 206 displayed on display
200. As shown in FIG. 3A, webpage 206 may comprise back-
ground graphic 208, which may correspond to the lowest
image layer or layers when rendering webpage 206. FIG. 3B
depicts image 210, which may correspond to one or more
image layers that occupy higher layers than that of back-
ground graphic 208, resulting in the visual effect of image 210
being on top of background graphic 208. FIG. 3C depicts text
212, which may correspond to image layers that are higher
than that of image 210. FIG. 3D depicts image 214, which
may correspond to one or more image layers that occupy
higher layers than that of image 210 and background graphic
208, resulting in the visual effect of image 214 being on top of
background graphic 208 and image 210. In this way, back-
ground graphic 208, image 210, and text 212 may be com-
bined to form the final image of webpage 206 displayed on
display 200.

Animage layer may have data associated with each pixel in
the image, such as a point in color space. For example, pixel
information may include data for the colors red, green, and
blue (RGB). In some implementations, data referred to as an
alpha channel may also be maintained, in addition to RGB
data. Such data is sometimes referred to collectively as
RGBA data. The alpha channel may be used, for example, to
denote the opacity of the pixel. RGBA data may be repre-
sented by a set of values that each range from 0-1, according
to some implementations (e.g., a value for the color red, a
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value for the color green, etc.). For example, a pixel may have
RGB data of (0.0, 0.0, 0.5), which signifies that the pixel is to
have ablue color of 50% intensity. If an alpha channel is used,
the pixel may have an RGBA value of (0.0, 0.0, 0.5, 0.5),
which signifies that the pixel is to have a blue coloration of
50% intensity and 50% opacity. Various other ways of repre-
senting pixel data are also contemplated (e.g., premultiplied
alpha values, Gray, GrayA, Indexed, IndexedA, colorimetric
data, or any other way of representing pixel information).

In some systems, a process known as alpha compositing
may be utilized to combine layers. This process is also some-
times referred to as Porter-Duff blending (named for Thomas
Porter and Tom Duff, who proposed the compositing tech-
nique) or alpha blending. Blending operations may include
“destination over source,” “source in destination,” “destina-
tion in source,” and other similar types of operations that
specify how the pixels of the different layers are to be com-
bined. A blending module (e.g., a software module that per-
forms compositing) may mathematically combine the color
space and opacity data of two pixels to produce a merged
result. For images that contain multiple layers, layers may be
blended sequentially to produce the final displayed image.
For example, layers A, B, and C can be blended in sequential
order to produce the finalized pixel (e.g., A+B=AB,
AB+C=ABC).

Each blending operation performed by a blending module
may require a number of memory operations. For example,
pixel data may be read from memory, blended by the blending
module to form composite pixel data, and then written by the
blending module to memory. The number of operations from
using a blending module is proportional to the number of
layers that are composited. For example, compositing one
hundred image layers requires ninety nine blending opera-
tions to produce the final display data. In addition, sequential
blending operations do not take into account the characteris-
tics of the input layers. For example, a layer that is fully
transparent (e.g., a hidden layer) may still be blended with the
other layers, thereby using an extra blending operation that
does not affect the outcome. In certain devices, such as smart
phones, tablet PCs, game consoles, etc., memory bandwidth
may be constrained, potentially impacting the performance of
the device when using a blending module to composite image
layers.

FIG. 4 is an example process 400 for compositing image
layers using a GPU shading module. In general, a shading
module on a GPU may be used to produce shading effects
(e.g., by darkening or lightening certain areas of an image).
Shading effects may provide an added sense of depth and
realism to a 2D image (e.g., as displayed on a 2D electronic
display) to give the appearance of being 3D. Shading effects
may, for example, provide the illusion of a lighting source
within the image. For example, an image of a tree may include
a shadow to the right of the tree, giving the illusion that a
lighting source exists somewhere to the left of the tree. In
some implementations, GPU shading modules may be more
numerous and/or faster than blending modules. For example,
avideo game may rely more heavily on shading modules than
blending modules to produce the final image that is displayed.

In general, GPU shading modules may be classified by the
way in which they process visual data. For example, a pixel
shader, a vertex shader, or another form of shading module
may be used to composite image layers. Pixel shaders operate
on a per-pixel basis to produce shading effects, such as a tree
casting a shadow. For example, lighting and shading effects
can be created by a pixel shader that adjusts the color and/or
intensity of an individual pixel. A vertex shader processes
visual data that is divided into polygons, such as triangles.
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Each triangle may include a number of individual pixels and
may be defined by its vertices. Many applications that simu-
late 3D effects on a 2D electronic display utilize triangles to
represent visual data. For example, a tree that appears to be in
3D may be rendered using a mesh of polygons, such as
triangles, to represent the bark of the tree. Each triangle of the
bark may have associated color and/or intensity values that
differ from other triangles, thereby producing the visual
effect of the trunk of the tree being curved. According to
various implementations, pixel shaders, vertex shaders, a
combination of pixel shaders and vertex shaders, and/or other
forms of GPU shaders may be utilized to composite image
layers.

Process 400 includes mapping image layers to a destina-
tion surface (block 402). A destination surface may corre-
spond to the screen of an electronic display or a portion of the
screen. For example, image layers corresponding to visual
components of a webpage may be mapped to a portion of a
display screen in which a window of a web browser is to be
displayed. In other implementations, the destination surface
may correspond to any displayed portion of a software pro-
gram. For example, a filesystem window of an operating
system, a desktop in an operating system, a displayed video
game, etc., may be treated as the destination surface. In one
example, the image layers of a webpage may be positioned on
the surface as part of the mapping. For example, an image on
the webpage may be positioned in the top right corner of the
window, while text may be positioned in the center of the
window. A background image may be positioned across the
entirety of the window of the web browser.

Process 400 includes tiling the surface so that each pixel in
a tile has the same number and kind of mapped image layers
(block 404). In general, a tile may be a group of one or more
pixels on the surface that is written to after the image layers
are composited. Since visual elements may be mapped to
different portions of the surface, the number of image layers
associated with a pixel of the surface may vary across the
surface. A portion of the surface having the same number and
kind of mapped image layers may be divided into one or more
tiles. For example, an 8x8 square of pixels each having the
same number and kind of mapped image layers may be
divided into four 4x4 tiles of pixels, sixteen 2x2 tiles of
pixels, etc. In some cases, a portion of the surface may be
divided into tiles having one pixel per tile. Each tile may be of
a polygonal shape, such as triangular, according to some
implementations. In this way, each tile may have the same
number and kind of mapped image layers, allowing a single
shader module to process the image layers at once.

Process 400 includes using the image layers of a tile as
inputs to a shader module on a GPU (block 406). Since each
pixel in a tile has the same number of layers, a shader module
can be created to perform the compositing operations (e.g., as
opposed to using a blender module) that takes as input tex-
tures representing an image layer, texture coordinates map-
ping texels to pixels, and/or other parameters. In various
implementations, the shader module may be defined using a
shading language, such as the OpenGL Shading Language
(GLSL), the High Level Shader Language (HLSL), C for
Graphics (Cg), or the like. In some implementations, the
shader module may be defined dynamically based on the
number of image layers associated with a specific tile.

Insome implementations, different shader modules may be
defined based on the number and type of layers in a given tile.
Referring again briefly to FIG. 2, for example, different tiles
may be constructed for the areas in which text 212 overlaps
image 210 and for the area in which images 210, 214 overlap.
While both tiles may contain the same number of layers to be
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combined, the kind of layers differ. In such a case, different
GPU shaders may be defined to handle the different tiles (e.g.,
a shader configured to composite the tile containing text/
image information and a shader configured to composite the
tile containing image/image information). Every pixel in a
text/image tile may be rendered as a pixel of text on top of a
pixel of the image and, in general, each pixel throughout a
given tile may represent a composition of the same kinds of
layers. Thus, defined shader modules may be reused to per-
form compositing on different tiles, so long as the tiles con-
tain the same number and kind of layers.

Utilizing a shader module to composite image layers
allows the image layers to be composited at the same time,
thereby reducing the number of memory read/writes needed
to composite the image layers. In some implementations,
hidden layers may be excluded from being processed by a
shader module, thereby also reducing the set of image layers
to be composited. In this way, memory bandwidth is con-
served over that of using a blending module to perform the
compositing operations.

Process 400 includes writing the shader module output to
the surface (block 408). The image layers used as input to the
shader module are composited by the shader module into a
single image layer. For example, a shader module that
receives a tile having three mapped image layers as inputs
may composite the image layers into a single image layer. The
resulting output data may then be written to the surface, i.e.,
used as part of the finalized display data provided to an
electronic display.

FIG. 5 is an illustration of an example tiling of image layers
onto a surface 500. Surface 500 may correspond to a set of
pixels of an electronic display. For example, surface 500 may
correspond to a displayed window or portion of a window of
a web browser or other application, or may correspond to a
window displayed as part of an operating system. As shown,
visual objects 502, 504, 506 may be mapped to surface 500 in
various locations. Each of visual objects 502, 504, 506 may
occupy a different image layer, creating the visual illusion
that some visual objects 502, 504, 506 are closer to a user
viewing the electronic display than others. For example,
visual object 502 may occupy the lowest image layer, visual
object 504 may occupy an intermediate image layer, and
visual object 506 may occupy the highest image layer.

Two or more image layers may be mapped to a portion of
surface 500. For example, two image layers are shown to be
mapped to area 508 of surface 500. Area 508 of surface 500
may correspond to visual object 504 layered on top of visual
object 502. Similarly, area 510 of surface 500 may have two
associated image layers corresponding to visual object 506 on
top of visual object 502. Any number of image layers may be
mapped to an area of a surface. For example, area 512 may
have three associated image layers, corresponding to visual
object 506 on top of visual objects 504, 502, respectively.

Surface 500 may be tiled such that each pixel in a given tile
has the same number of associated image layers. For
example, each pixel of surface 500 in area 512 has three
associated image layers corresponding to visual objects 502,
504, 506, respectively. Therefore, area 512 may be divided
into any number of tiles (e.g., groups of pixels). For example,
area 512 may be divided such that each tile is a 2x2 square of
pixels or may be a single pixel, itself. Similarly, areas 508,
510 may also be divided into any number of'tiles. Tiles deter-
mined in this way can then be used as inputs to a GPU shading
module to merge the image layers of the tile into display data.
For example, area 512 may be divided into two triangles and
the image layers mapped to area 512 in the triangles may be
used to provide input to a pixel shading module. In response,



US 9,235,911 B2

9

the pixel shading module may composite the input data and
generate display data for area 512.

While some implementations are described herein with
reference to utilizing a GPU shader to composite image layers
within a web browser application, other implementations are
also contemplated. For example, an operating system may
utilize the techniques described herein to render image data
for an open window or on a desktop. In another example, a
video game may utilize the described techniques to render a
user interface. Any computerized application may use the
compositing techniques described herein.

Implementations of the subject matter and the operations
described in this specification can be implemented in digital
electronic circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this specifica-
tion and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of one
or more of them. Implementations of the subject matter
described in this specification can be implemented as one or
more computer programs, i.e., one or more modules of com-
puter program instructions, encoded on one or more computer
storage media for execution by, or to control the operation of,
data processing apparatus. Alternatively or in addition, the
program instructions can be encoded on an artificially-gen-
erated propagated signal, e.g., a machine-generated electri-
cal, optical, or electromagnetic signal, that is generated to
encode information for transmission to suitable receiver
apparatus for execution by a data processing apparatus. A
computer storage medium can be, or be included in, a com-
puter-readable storage device, a computer-readable storage
substrate, a random or serial access memory array or device,
or a combination of one or more of them. Moreover, while a
computer storage medium is not a propagated signal, a com-
puter storage medium can be a source or destination of com-
puter program instructions encoded in an artificially-gener-
ated propagated signal. The computer storage medium can
also be, or be included in, one or more separate components or
media (e.g., multiple CDs, disks, or other storage devices).
Accordingly, the computer storage medium may be tangible
and non-transitory.

The operations described in this specification can be imple-
mented as operations performed by a data processing appa-
ratus on data stored on one or more computer-readable stor-
age devices or received from other sources.

The terms “client” and “server” include all kinds of appa-
ratus, devices, and machines for processing data, including by
way of example a programmable processor, a computer, a
system on a chip, or multiple ones, or combinations of the
foregoing. The apparatus can include special purpose logic
circuitry, e.g.,an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an
ASIC (application-specific integrated circuit). The apparatus
can also include, in addition to hardware, code that creates an
execution environment for the computer program in question,
e.g., code that constitutes processor firmware, a protocol
stack, a database management system, an operating system, a
cross-platform runtime environment, a virtual machine, or a
combination of one or more of them. The apparatus and
execution environment can realize various different comput-
ing model infrastructures, such as web services, distributed
computing and grid computing infrastructures.

A computer program (also known as a program, software,
software application, script, or code) can be written in any
form of programming language, including compiled or inter-
preted languages, declarative or procedural languages, and it
can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-alone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, object, or
other unit suitable for use in a computing environment. A
computer program may, but need not, correspond to a filein a
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file system. A program can be stored in a portion of a file that
holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored
in a markup language document), in a single file dedicated to
the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g.,
files that store one or more modules, sub-programs, or por-
tions of code). A computer program can be deployed to be
executed on one computer or on multiple computers that are
located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifica-
tion can be performed by one or more programmable proces-
sors executing one or more computer programs to perform
actions by operating on input data and generating output. The
processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and
apparatus can also be implemented as, special purpose logic
circuitry, e.g., an FPGA, a GPU, or an ASIC.

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, both general and special
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will
receive instructions and data from a read-only memory or a
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a
computer are a processor for performing actions in accor-
dance with instructions and one or more memory devices for
storing instructions and data. Generally, a computer will also
include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or
transfer data to, or both, one or more mass storage devices for
storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or optical
disks. However, a computer need not have such devices.
Moreover, a computer can be embedded in another device,
e.g., amobile telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a
mobile audio or video player, a game console, a Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) receiver, or a portable storage device
(e.g., auniversal serial bus (USB) flash drive), to name just a
few. Devices suitable for storing computer program instruc-
tions and data include all forms of non-volatile memory,
media and memory devices, including by way of example
semiconductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM, EEPROM,
and flash memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g., internal hard
disks or removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-
ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory
can be supplemented by, or incorporated in, special purpose
logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, implementations of
the subject matter described in this specification can be
implemented on a computer having a display device, e.g., a
CRT (cathode ray tube), LCD (liquid crystal display), OLED
(organic light emitting diode), TFT (thin-film transistor),
plasma, other flexible configuration, or any other monitor for
displaying information to the user and a keyboard, a pointing
device, e.g., a mouse, trackball, etc., or a touch screen, touch
pad, etc., by which the user can provide input to the computer.
Other kinds of devices can be used to provide for interaction
with a user as well; for example, feedback provided to the user
can be any form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback,
auditory feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the
user can be received in any form, including acoustic, speech,
or tactile input. In addition, a computer can interact with a
user by sending documents to and receiving documents from
a device that is used by the user; for example, by sending
webpages to a web browser on a user’s client device in
response to requests received from the web browser.

Implementations of the subject matter described in this
specification can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server,
or that includes a front-end component, e.g., a client com-



US 9,235,911 B2

11

puter having a graphical user interface or a Web browser
through which a user can interact with an implementation of
the subject matter described in this specification, or any com-
bination of one or more such back-end, middleware, or front-
end components. The components of the system can be inter-
connected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples
of communication networks include a local area network
(“LAN”) and a wide area network (“WAN), an inter-network
(e.g., the Internet), and peer-to-peer networks (e.g., ad hoc
peer-to-peer networks). Further implementations may not be
configured to communicate over a network.

The features disclosed herein may be implemented on a
smart television module (or connected television module,
hybrid television module, etc.), which may include a process-
ing circuit configured to integrate internet connectivity with
more traditional television programming sources (e.g.,
received via cable, satellite, over-the-air, or other signals).
The smart television module may be physically incorporated
into a television set or may include a separate device such as
a set-top box, Blu-ray or other digital media player, game
console, hotel television system, and other companion
device. A smart television module may be configured to allow
viewers to search and find videos, movies, photos and other
content on the web, on a local cable TV channel, on a satellite
TV channel, or stored on a local hard drive. A set-top box
(STB) or set-top unit (STU) may include an information
appliance device that may contain a tuner and connect to a
television set and an external source of signal, turning the
signal into content which is then displayed on the television
screen or other display device. A smart television module may
be configured to provide a home screen or top level screen
including icons for a plurality of different applications, such
as a web browser and a plurality of streaming media services
(e.g., Netflix, Vudu, Hulu, etc.), a connected cable or satellite
media source, other web “channels”, etc. The smart television
module may further be configured to provide an electronic
programming guide to the user. A companion application to
the smart television module may be operable on a mobile
computing device to provide additional information about
available programs to a user, to allow the user to control the
smart television module, etc. In alternate embodiments, the
features may be implemented on a laptop computer or other
personal computer, a smartphone, other mobile phone, hand-
held computer, a tablet PC, or other computing device.

While this specification contains many specific implemen-
tation details, these should not be construed as limitations on
the scope of any inventions or of what may be claimed, but
rather as descriptions of features specific to particular imple-
mentations of particular inventions. Certain features that are
described in this specification in the context of separate
implementations can also be implemented in combination in
a single implementation. Conversely, various features that are
described in the context of a single implementation can also
be implemented in multiple implementations separately or in
any suitable subcombination. Moreover, although features
may be described above as acting in certain combinations and
even initially claimed as such, one or more features from a
claimed combination can in some cases be excised from the
combination, and the claimed combination may be directed to
a subcombination or variation of a subcombination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum-
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan-
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tageous. Moreover, the separation of various system compo-
nents in the implementations described above should not be
understood as requiring such separation in all implementa-
tions, and it should be understood that the described program
components and systems can generally be integrated together
in a single software product or packaged into multiple soft-
ware products.

Thus, particular implementations of the subject matter
have been described. Other implementations are within the
scope of the following claims. In some cases, the actions
recited in the claims can be performed in a different order and
still achieve desirable results. In addition, the processes
depicted in the accompanying figures do not necessarily
require the particular order shown, or sequential order, to
achieve desirable results. In certain implementations, multi-
tasking and parallel processing may be advantageous.

What is claimed is:

1. A computerized method for rendering an image on a
display screen of an electronic display comprising:

receiving, at a processing circuit, a plurality of image lay-

ers;

mapping the image layers to a destination surface corre-

sponding to pixels of the display screen;

determining, by the processing circuit, one or more tiles for

the destination surface, wherein each pixel of a respec-
tive tile is mapped to a number of image layers;
dynamically generating, without user intervention, one or
more shader modules for the one or more tiles, each
shader module being generated based on the number of
image layers and kind of image information within the
image layers for at least one of the one or more tiles;

utilizing each shader module for tiles associated with a

same respective number of image layers containing a
respective kind of image information; and

providing the display data to the display screen.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one ofthe shader
modules is further configured to disregard processing of a
hidden image layer.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of image
layers comprise webpage data.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the webpage data com-
prises text and one or more images for the webpage.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one ofthe shader
modules is a pixel shader.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein one or more tiles utilized
by a respective one of the shader modules comprises texture
data.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of image
layers comprise windows in an operating system.

8. A system for rendering an image on a display screen of
an electronic display comprising a processing circuit com-
prising a CPU and a GPU,

wherein the processing circuit is configured to receive a

plurality of image layers at the CPU and to map the
image layers to a destination surface corresponding to
pixels of the display screen,

wherein the processing circuit is configured to determine

one or more tiles for the destination surface,

wherein each pixel of a respective tile is mapped to a

number of image layers,

wherein one or more shaders for the one or more tiles are

generated without user intervention, each shader mod-
ule being generated based on the number of image layers
and kind of image information within the image layers
for at least one of the one or more tiles,
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wherein the processing circuit is configured to utilize each
shader module for tiles associated with a same respec-
tive number of image layers containing a respective kind
of image information,

wherein the processing circuit is configured to provide the

display data to the display screen.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein at least one of the shader
modules is further configured to disregard processing of a
hidden image layer.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the plurality of image
layers comprise webpage data.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein webpage data com-
prises text and one or more images for the webpage.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein at least one of the
shader modules is a pixel shader.

13. The system of claim 8, wherein one or more tiles
utilized by a respective one of the shader modules comprises
texture data.

14. The system of claim 8, wherein the plurality of image
layers comprise windows in an operating system.

15. The system of claim 8 comprising a mobile device,
wherein the mobile device comprises the processing circuit.

16. A computer-readable medium having instructions
stored therein, the instructions being executable by one or
more processors to cause the one or more processors to per-
form operations comprising:

receiving a request for a webpage;

providing, over a network, the request for the webpage to a

content source;
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receiving webpage data for the requested webpage,
wherein the webpage data comprises a plurality of
image layers;

mapping the image layers to a destination surface corre-

sponding to pixels of the display screen;

determining one or more tiles for the destination surface,

wherein each pixel of a respective tile is mapped to a
number of image layers;

dynamically generating, without user intervention, one or

more shader modules for the one or more tiles, each
shader module being generated based on the number of
image layers and kind of image information within the
image layers for at least one of the one or more tiles;

utilizing each shader module for tiles associated with a

same respective number of image layers containing a
respective kind of image information; and

providing the display data to the display screen.

17. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein
the webpage data comprises text and one or more images for
the webpage.

18. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein at
least one of the shader modules is a pixel shader.

19. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein
one or more tiles utilized by a respective one of the shader
modules comprises texture data.

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein at
least one of the shader modules is further configured to dis-
regard processing of a hidden layer.
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